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KEY MESSAGES

1. In the Pro-ARIDES program, activities related to i) agro-sylvo-pastoral production (ASP) and ii) promoting access to inclusive
finance and land tenure security are not yet well integrated. These activities are implemented in parallel, without well-
established links between them.

2. Better integration of these two areas of program activity has the potential
to strengthen the social fabric within the villages.

3. Through interviews with ASP households, factors facilitating the improvement of production in three types of households
(not self-sufficient, self-sufficient and very self-sufficient) were identified.

4. These factors consist of combined actions or joint levers which include secure access to rural land and other natural

resources as well as access to inclusive financing.

5. For non-self-sufficient households (very poor and poor) who own rural land by virtue of their lineage, securing their land
rights is a lever that allows for better development of these lands.

6. For non-self-sufficient households (very poor and poor) without their own rural land,
A dynamic process of mobilizing secured land is underway.

7. Just self-sufficient households, whether or not they own rural land, are concerned by the same actions to improve their
agricultural and pastoral production as non-self-sufficient households.

8. Highly self-sufficient households (wealthy to very wealthy), who own rural land through lineage, seek to secure their land
rights. This gives them greater access to various forms of financing, both formal and informal. Some also wish to acquire
more agricultural land and will then be put in contact with non-self-sufficient households who already own it.

9. Highly self-sufficient households (rich to very rich) without their own rural land are more concerned and more interested in

business relationships with poor, non-self-sufficient households who have land that they exploit with difficulty or not at all.

10. Land tenure security is no longer an end in itself; it constitutes an opportunity for the sustainable development of rural land

and other resources through business relationships between poor and rich households.

11. Beyond access to natural resources, access to financing to develop land and other natural resources is a prospect to be
explored by households.
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INTRODUCTION

THE  Agri-food program for economic development nere  |ntegrated Resilience And THE Development of
Sahel (Pro-ARIDES) aims to contribute to improvingresilience, the

income of farming households and the area of Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger through effective decentralized institutions ¢yt @)ysiiaiiam oo rsecavi di

e delivery,

Sudano-Sahelian management and of natural resources and land and local economic development.

consortierprognaistisgai®d\byieae D OBR BHiNeting itfkds eWagefang emt meeishyRepenationT adRioypleMmepiteal bysttute, and their
local partners, national and regionalfarmers' and livestock breeders' organizations, local governmentsand research institutes in the

three countries.
And

This technical note is based on the results of the action research for Pro-ARIDES. It focuses on the constraints and opportunities
identified in the field regarding the integration of land and agricultural policies, and formulates operational recommendations for use
by actors involved in the implementation of the program on the ground.

JUSTIFICATION

The food and nutritional situation of households depends largely on their agricultural and livestock production. Improving household
production is possible through the combined optimization of secure access to land and access to financing tools. These two levers,
when used together, offer opportunities to connect households for the sustainable development of rural land and other natural

resources.

Households that are not self-sufficient, or only marginally so, must seek a more stable situation to avoid the risks of food and
nutritional insecurity. For highly self-sufficient households, the challenge is to maintain their position sustainably in the face of
emerging threats. These threats include the effects of climate change (see IRI-RA 2022), characterized by floods and droughts.
These climatic events, which are becoming increasingly frequent and can last for several years, represent a real danger even for
highly self-sufficient households.

One observation is that activities to improve agricultural and pastoral production are carried out through parallel responses, poorly
integrated into the program. Indeed, land tenure security activities are not yet well coordinated with those promoting inclusive
financing. The combined effects of secure access to rural land and financing

Inclusive approaches to supporting household agricultural production formed the nexus of the 2023 action research (AR). These
effects were highlighted through interviews conducted
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among three types of households: non-self-sufficient households, just self-sufficient households and very self-
sufficient householdsl .

Table 1. Land tenure of households that participated in the survey

Landholdings 2 Non-self- Self- Highly self-

family lands sufficient households sufficient households sufficient households
No 17% 25% 7%

Yes 65% 54% 70%

No response 18% 20% 23%

Grand Total 100% 100% 100%

Source: Pro-ARIDES action research 2023

Non-self-sufficient households that own farmland thus have business opportunities with wealthy individuals or
households. Indeed, by securing their farmland, they can then lease it under a secure usage right to wealthy
households or individuals who need more farmland to increase production.

In return, they will receive additional income from these wealthy households or individuals.

Highly self-sufficient households (rich to very rich) who own rural land through lineage are increasingly seeking to secure their
land rights. This gives them greater access to formal and informal financing.

Secure access to land remains a challenge, particularly for vulnerable groups, and efforts are underway to mobilize secure
rural land for their benefit. This also represents an experience or opportunity for households without rural land (see Box 1).

Land tenure security is no longer an end in itself, but rather a business opportunity between landowning
households and those in need of more land for agricultural and pastoral production. It also provides access to
financing by guaranteeing access to agricultural loans.

1 IRI-RA, 2023 2
Here, ‘cliatahmwmpéashipights' are understood to mean ‘customary land rights'. This is not a land title but a

customary land rights, which can be informal (therefore de facto), or formalized by law 034-2009, and thus
recognized as a Rural Land Possession Certificate (APFR)
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Box 1: Secured land for vulnerable groups in six municipalities in the Centre-
Western Burkina Faso

The negotiation of 12 hectares from traditional landowners for the benefit of seven women's cooperatives offers an
opportunity to diversify and increase their production.

Conducted in the communes of Imasgo, Didyr, Godyr, Kyon, Dassa and Nanoro in the Centre-West region of Burkina
Faso, it consisted of securing approximately two hectares in seven villages with the support of the National Land

Observatory of Burkina Faso
(ONF/BF).

The women's and youth cooperatives will develop these lands for market gardening during the dry season, agricultural
production during the rainy season, and small ruminant farming. These cooperatives plan to involve internally displaced
persons (IDPs) in the operation of these secure lands made available to them.

This dynamic strengthens land rights security practices among local populations (owners and users) within a peaceful
social framework. Furthermore, it facilitates the social integration of marginalized individuals within their communities
(social cohesion between host communities and internally displaced persons).

Furthermore, formal land tenure security helps to create or recreate trust between land-owning households and non-land-
owning households. This contributes to a shift in practices related to allegiance rights, moving from symbolic gifts to more
significant monetary or non-monetary compensation. This is evident from testimonies gathered in the rural commune of

Béréba, in the Hauts-Bassins region (ProSol Study, 2019).

I'am ready to give my tutor up to 200,000 CFA francs (€304.90) to plant
banana trees and cultivate the five hectares | have been farming for several years.
| acknowledge that the Instead of just giving him a tin of corn to gpow him

land belongs to him, he'll have more money to cover family expenses. I, too, will earn more than | do each year. But for thagtaiiapgen, he needs to understandthat I'm producing

agree to register his land as the owner and to create another document authorizing me to plant there, without implying that | want to become the owner of the land.

This testimony, like several others, illustrates a real need to evolve symbolic allegiance rights within a formal framework to
ensure trust between the stakeholders (landowners and non-landowner users). Beyond the opportunity for greater financial
returns, the realization of this evolution requires the formalization of land rights for both parties.

« The landowner, through the certificate of rural land possession (APFR), is assured that the land remains part of their
property. They can confidently formalize their right of use over part or all of their land, without fear of losing
possession, which would then be established through the APFR.
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« In return, by receiving a formally secured right of use, the landless user knows that by investing in production, they will have
time to reap profits. The loan conditions, particularly the duration of the operation,

must be specified in the formal fixed-term loan agreement.

Experiences in supporting the securing of land rights for individuals are part of the gradual creation of an environment of trust

between landowners and non-landowner operators (See Box 2 below).

Box 2: Formalizing land rights (possession, use) prevents land disputes

Formalizing land ownership reassures the landowner that their land remains their property. At the same time, formalizing a
right of use also reassures the non-owner farmer that they can benefit from their investment without necessarily becoming the
owner simply by virtue of that investment.

The formalization of land rights is a recognized and relevant preventive measure in areas where agricultural migrants are
heavily concentrated. This is particularly true in the Hauts-Bassins, Sud-Ouest, and Cascades regions. In these regions,
numerous land disputes have been resolved or remain pending before the High Courts. These disputes involve challenges to
traditional (and therefore informal) land use rights held by non-landowners who cultivate plantations, notably cashew trees (a

perennial plant that can live for over 75 years).

In several cases where traditional usage rights were challenged, landowners were asked to compensate users for the value of
their investments, plus damages calculated based on the estimated economic value of the anticipated income. However,
according to testimonies from landowners, these investments were often made without their knowledge. They say they were
presented with a fait accompli.

" It was his father who farmed on this
land that our grandfather had given him to cultivate. He himself was still very young.
Even after his fatigycs death, he continued to farm. Which is aa
normal ; grown, but we didn't notice it SU  when he started planting cashew trees. We
when the plants were already large. We asked him to stop planting or we would take back our land.

He went to collect a summons directly from the court (Landowner
of Loropéni) . »

The formalization of land rights of possession and those of use for an indefinite or fixed term protects rural actors from such
precedents of land conflicts linked to the use of agricultural land by non-formal land agreement.
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Land negotiation dynamics help to provide opportunities for households to improve agricultural production.

Photo 1: Negotiation between landowners, users of Bourra and project team, May 2024

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PRO-ARIDS

1. To more visibly improve household production, it is necessary to adapt the implementation adopted by the Pro-ARIDES
program. This adaptation consists of always using the levers of land tenure security and inclusive financing together.

2. Identifying households based on their level of self-sufficiency facilitates monitoring the changes actually brought about by
Pro-ARIDES. Transmitting the criteria and identification methods defined for each type of household to local authorities
ensures sustainability. This allows the program to hand over responsibility to municipalities for the continued monitoring
of the food and nutritional situation of their households.

3. For municipalities, monitoring household agricultural and pastoral production provides reliable data that can be used to
secure funding to support agricultural and pastoral activities. This equips municipalities to continue the agricultural
support activities initiated during the Pro-ARIDES program.

OPERATIONALIZATION

1. To jointly leverage inclusive financing and land tenure security for peaceful rural land management, it is essential that field

actors (local support providers) be trained on these mechanisms. At the program coordination level, activity planning
and monitoring must be
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now pay particular attention to the content of the terms of reference to verify that aspects of
inclusive financing and [land tenure security for] peaceful management of rural land are taken
into account.

2. A guide describing the criteria for identifying and characterizing the three types of households targeted by the program
was drafted and shared internally. This guide was then presented and discussed with stakeholders in the municipalities
to ensure their understanding and application of these criteria. Following this classification methodology, households
were identified and characterized, and the data were entered into the municipalities' computers. This information forms
a tool for monitoring the food and nutritional status of households.

3. A review of experiences is underway regarding the conditions for financing activities by
microfinance institutions (MFIs). A case study is to be conducted, particularly concerning the
agricultural lending practices applied by the Savings and Investment Support Group (GRAINE)
SARL. This MFI accepts the certificate of rural land ownership (APFR) as collateral for granting
agricultural loans.
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