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Promoting Gender Equality and Social Inclusion: Pro-ARIDES

Mali celebrates International Women's Day

On International Women's Day, celebrated on March 8, 2025, the Pro-ARIDES program
rolled out a series of powerful initiatives in its areas of operation to highlight the crucial

importance of rural and urban women in the dynamics of local development.

Under the theme “"Women at the heart of local development,” this celebration was an
opportunity to highlight women's efforts, skills, and products through conferences,

debates, mini-fairs, and open, participatory discussion forums.
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Highlighting women involved in local transformation
The actions carried out had three main objectives:

e Promoting the role of women in the local economy,

e Strengthening their income-generating activities (IGAs),

¢ Promoting sustainable and equitable management of natural resources.
With the participation of 164 people from farmers' organizations, village savings and credit
associations (VSCA), youth groups, and women's organizations, these meetings provided
an opportunity for in-depth discussions on women's rights, their place in local governance,

and the challenges associated with their economic empowerment.

Mobilization driving change

These events also made it possible to:
e Raise the profile of women's initiatives,
e Boost local economic opportunities by showcasing artisanal and agri-food products,
e Encourage active advocacy for women's equitable access to economic, land, and

natural resources.



women a platform to express their aspirations,
claim their place in local decision-making, and

advocate for their social and economic inclusion.

A lasting commitment to equality

By reaffirming its support for women as key agents
, and
equitable rural development based on empowerment and recognition of the central role of
women.

of change, the Pro-ARIDES program is part of a vision for more incIui\/»e,'resiIient



