
Water infrastructure transforms the lives of rural communities in northern 

Burkina Faso 

 

As part of the Agri-Food Program for Integrated Resilience and Economic Development in 

the Sahel (Pro-ARIDES), an official mission visited northern Burkina Faso in May 2025 to 

inspect major water infrastructure projects. These achievements mark a significant step 

forward in improving access to water for rural populations, particularly in the municipalities 

of Yako, Gourcy, Bassi, and Samba. 

Three autonomous water stations (PEA) and a two-hectare market gardening area, equipped 

with a borehole and a solar pumping system, were commissioned. These facilities offer new 

hope to local populations, particularly agricultural cooperatives that had previously 

struggled to access a reliable and sustainable water resource. 

Promising flow rates for a variety of uses 

The infrastructure put in place has flow rates that demonstrate its effectiveness: 

• Bollawendé Cooperative (Yako): 4.00 m³/hour 

• Bas Néré Cooperative (Gourcy): 3.60 m³/hour 



• Yamlatouma Cooperative (Bassi): 3.20 m³/hour 

• Relwendé Cooperative in Itian (Samba): 14.00 m³/hour (for the market gardening 

area) 

These water resources support several essential activities: market gardening, baobab 

seedling production, poultry farming, and domestic drinking water needs. 

Concrete impacts on incomes and food security 

Testimonials from beneficiaries confirm the positive impact of these achievements.  

 

In Gourcy, Amado Zébré, president of 

Sccops Basnéré, is delighted: 

 

« Our main concern was water. 

Before, we had to dig wells. Today, 

thanks to the water station, we can 

farm all year round. Our annual 

income is at least three million CFA francs. » 

The same satisfaction can be found in Bassi and Yako, where local cooperatives are seeing 

their production capacities and economic prospects transformed. 

In Samba, the market gardening area primarily benefits women and young people. ZOUNI 

Sibri, president of the beneficiary cooperative, explains: 

« Before, we could only produce once per season. Our wells often collapsed. Today, with 

this solar-powered borehole, we are going to double our production. Each member used to 

earn around 100,000 CFA francs per season, but now we are aiming for much more.. » 

Towards sustainable systemic change 



These investments are fully in line with Pro-ARIDES' strategic vision: to promote integrated 

and sustainable solutions to strengthen the resilience of rural populations, stimulate the local 

economy, and secure livelihoods in vulnerable areas of the Sahel. 


