Infrastructure offering hope for agriculture in Burkina Faso: Five

new warehouses to strengthen the resilience of Pro-ARIDES'

partner farmer organizations

As part of efforts to boost the
rural economy, the Agri-Food
Program for Integrated Resilience
and Economic Development in
the Sahel (Pro-ARIDES), through
the Local Investment Fund (FIL),
has just taken delivery of five
agricultural storage facilities with
a total capacity of 250 tons.
Divided between corn, onions,
rice, and cowpeas, these modern

facilities, each with a capacity of
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50 tons, are equipped with 30 m2 drying areas and latrines. Their objective is to

strengthen the resilience of farmers' organizations by limiting post-harvest losses and

breaking the cycle of seasonal product dumping.

In Dassa, the onion store is a breath of fresh air for the Yipene women's cooperative.

Comprising around 30 producers, this organization suffered from a severe lack of storage

facilities. Awa Kanwara, president of the cooperative, is delighted: “We harvest more

than 50 tons of onions per year, but we were forced to sell everything at a low price.

Now, with this store, we can wait for the right time: a 100 kg bag can go from 10,000
CFA francs to 70,000 CFA francs.” A difference of 60,000 CFA francs that could generate

up to 30 million CFA francs in annual revenue, ensuring a return on investment from the

first production cycle.
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Infrastructure inspection prior to acceptance

In the village of Passakongo, corn is bringing new hope. The new warehouse immediately
restored confidence among producers belonging to the Zomité cooperative. Its president,
Sama Tarsié, explains: "Before, we had nowhere suitable to store our harvests. Humidity
and insects caused us to lose a lot. For fear of these losses, we sold off more than half
of our production at bargain prices." With this new infrastructure, the cooperative's
members are preparing to adopt a warrantage strategy starting in the 2025-2026 season,
thereby strengthening households' food and financial security.

Cowpeas, a major crop for diversification and resilience, benefit from two warehouses
built in Waguissi (Samba commune) and Zérounda (Arbollé commune). These new
facilities have been enthusiastically welcomed by the women beneficiaries, who were
previously held back in their economic development. Kanyili Céline, one of the local
stakeholders, says: “Our production was limited to a few community fields. Thanks to

this gem, we will be able to structure and intensify our cowpea cultivation.”

Finally, in Kéra Douré, in the municipality
of Bassi, a fifth warehouse has been built,
this time for paddy rice. It represents a
strategic step forward for the women of the
local cooperative, who can now obtain

supplies on a continuous basis without
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Symbolic handover of keys to a store for the benefit of the Aminata Sana, Secretary General,
community expresses her satisfaction: "Until now, we

were parboiling without being able to store
the rice. This warehouse changes everything.

We expect to triple our income from the next harvest."



These five facilities mark a turning point in the local agricultural value chain. The
upcoming delivery of pallets and scales will complete the setup. Beyond the walls, an

entire economic future is being built around these storage facilities for Pro-ARIDES'
partner farmer organizations.



