Technical Note Mali

Local institutions for conflict prevention and management
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Natural resources are central to the livelihoods and economies of rural Mali. They

are managed by local institutions:
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Pro-ARIDES

Governance of natural
resources and land
(GRNF) is thus governed
by a pluralism of legal (or
modern) and traditional
(or customary) regimes.

Challenges

Customary law-holders have real knowledge Insecurity and lack of technical services

O of natural resources and land from ancient
Y times to the present day. GRNF

generate and exacerbate conflicts around

Marginalized populations, although

Traditional local institutions (customary
O rules) that regulate GRNF and the
Y associated conflicts are recognized and

... The regulation methods most frequently
()~ used to resolve conflicts are consensus and

consultation*. \

Traditional methods of conflict resolution
O (Alamadijou) are effective and recognized for customary

¥ easing RN-related tensions in communities. ,,

represented, have little influence on local
decision-making bodies

(youth, women/widows, internally displaced

b . populations, non-indigenous peoples, poor
legitimized by the local populations. households, pastoralists)

Insecure access to land and increased
exposure to land grabbing for these
marginalized groups

R

*Qut-of-court settlements through traditional justice
combined with the mayor’s decision

Pro-ARIDES action points

Strengthen the complementarity between traditional and modern institutions,

between customary and legal law

* Legal recognition of * Complementing the legal framework by having local conventions ~
(customary rules) approved by the judge (modern law)

traditional institutions

¥ Approve conciliation and non-conciliation reports for settlement of disputes by the judge

Strengthening multi-stakeholder dialogue and consultation forums (community and municipal level)

s Include customary resource watch and defense organizations (Ogokana, Alamadjou) in conferences

on bourgoutiéres (Sanke-mon).
¥ Ensure that marginalized groups are represented in these dialogue forums

Urgent action* to improve the management of natural and land resources

Y

* Growing insecurity threatens good governance, the key to peace, stability and sustainable development

¥ Promoting and facilitating the inclusion of customary resource watch and defense organizations
Sensitize and train decision-makers from traditional institutions in the gender and inclusion

approach, and in conflicts related to GRNF
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i Legitimize, pacify and render effective the GRNF in order
: to consolidate community life and social cohesion
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